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(54) METHOD FOR DETECTING EYE IN FACIAL PICTURE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To quickly 
detect eyes from a facial picture obtained by 
photographing the face of a person. 
SOLUTION: Nostrils are detected from a 
facial picture, and an area where eyes are 
seemed to be present is specified based on 
the positions of the nostrils. An edge whose 
brightness is sharply vertically changed is 
extracted, and the eyes are detected based 
on the shape of this edge. Also, when the 
once detected eyes are lost, the retrieval of 
the nostrils and eyes is operated by 
extending the retrieval range of at least one 
of the nostrils and eyes based on whether or 
not the nostrils are previously detected, or 
how long a undetected situation is continued. 

For example, when the nostrils are previously detected, the retrieval range is 
set small (area 20c), and when they are not detected, the retrieval range is set 
large (area 20b). 
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